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Week of December 4, 2023
Upcoming Dates

Dec. 4-15 Food Drive for Vaughan Food Bank

Dec. 4-18 Gr. 8 Grad Fundraiser - “Candy cane wishes”

Dec. 8 Photo Retakes - complete the Photo retake form if needed

Dec. 20 Primary Winter Concert - more details to follow

Dec. 25-Jan 5 Winter Break

VDPS Website and Calendar
YRDSB 2023-2024 School Year Calendar

Viola Desmond PS Food Drive
in support of the Vaughan Food Bank

Dear Families,

From Monday, December 4th to Friday, December 15th, our
school will be collecting canned and dry food items to
donate to the Vaughan Food Bank in an effort to help families
in our community.

Did you know that each month, more than one million
Canadians benefit from food bank services, and that one third of them are
children? Community food drives help ensure that children and their families
have access to food assistance when needed. Every donation helps and we
hope that our combined donations will make a meaningful difference for those
in need.

Items will be collected daily in your child’ classroom.

Thank you for your help!

Here are some donation suggestions:

mailto:viola.desmond.ps@yrdsb.ca
https://forms.gle/9K7pqwbkSrhFR6raA
http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/violadesmond.ps/Pages/default.aspx
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/school-year-calendar
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Active School Travel Contest

This December 6th -20th , students at Viola Desmond P.S.
are encouraged to participate in a Photo Contest to
support Active School Travel.

We are happy to introduce you to Waddles the Penguin,
the mascot for the Photo Contest! Students are
encouraged to look for Waddles around the school zone
on their walk to and from school and take a photo. To
enter the contest, email the photo to
activeschooltravel@yrdsb.ca for a chance to WIN a
Horseshoe Valley Resort lift ticket (valued of $100)

We encourage you to walk to school and get searching!

If your child rides the bus to school they can also
participate by colouring the Waddles colouring page
and submitting to the email listed above see colouring
on the last page of the Family Weekly
 
IMPORTANT: When emailing a photo or coloured sheet please also include the child
name as well as our school’s name and the grade the child is in.
 
Note: there will be TWO posters placed up near the school. Only 1 submission per student
is permitted. 

Photo Retakes
If your child needs a photo retake or if they were absent on our first photo day,
please complete this photo retake form so we know to take your child’s photo
on retake day, Friday December 8th.

Grade 8 Grad Fundraiser
In hopes of spreading holiday cheer and sending well wishes this season, the grade 8s
will be selling Candy Cane Grams. The event is called “CandyWish” and will take place
from Monday December 4th to Monday December 18th.

Candy canes will be sold for $1.00 each. Students will have an opportunity to write a
“Candy Wish” that will be attached to the candy cane and then the candy cane wishes
will be delivered to recipients on Friday, December 22.

mailto:viola.desmond.ps@yrdsb.ca
mailto:activeschooltravel@yrdsb.ca
https://forms.gle/9K7pqwbkSrhFR6raA
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What’s on at VDPS
There are many extra curricular activities happening at VDPS. Our wonderful
staff have volunteered their time to coach and supervise clubs including:

● Junior volleyball
● Lego club
● Beading club
● Junior and Intermediate Robotics club
● Play Leaders

In the new year we plan to offer some paid extracurricular activities as well.
These programs are run by outside providers such as Act One Productions (see
flyer below) and Create IT. Stay tuned for more details.

School Council
Thanks to all parents who were able to join us for the last School Council
meeting. At the meeting we discussed future meeting dates as well as the
formation of committees for future events such as a movie night and end of year
event. If you would like to join one of these committees, please complete this
School Council Committee Sign Up Form

Board Games, Puzzles, and Legos
Do you have gently used board games, puzzles or Lego that you no longer need?
We are hoping to expand our collection of games, puzzles and Lego for our Board
Games club as well as for use during indoor recesses.
We need items in good, gently used condition, that have all the pieces.
If you have some games, puzzles or Lego to donate, please bring them to the
office.
Thank you!

mailto:viola.desmond.ps@yrdsb.ca
https://forms.gle/yfPvzXGjAMQsUZpz7
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Message fromOur Trustee - December 2023

I hope everyone has had a good start to the school year and is looking forward
to the winter break ahead.

As I have been visiting schools and attending events, I continue to be impressed
by the professionalism and dedication of school staff, the commitment and
support of families and the curiosity, creativity and enthusiasm of students. As a
Board of Trustees, we continue our commitment to delivering a high-quality
education, this also includes striving to create safe, caring, inclusive and
respectful school environments where students feel valued and supported.

I want to thank everyone who attended the school council forum held in our area
and helped to make the event such a success. It was a wonderful opportunity to
bring together school council members for an evening of shared learning and
discussion. School councils play such an important role in our schools, and we
are grateful for all that they do to support students, family engagement and
schools.

While we are not yet at the midway point in the school year, many students and
families are already looking to the school year ahead, visiting secondary school
open houses and starting to think about course selections for next school year.
All our secondary schools offer a variety of courses, programs and opportunities
that let students gain skills and experience, explore their interests and begin
preparing for the future. Those opportunities are now even easier to explore.

Students can search from 16 different sectors that interest them, including STEM,
Arts, business, manufacturing and many more to discover how they can earn
credits, gain experience, skills and certifications in those areas. Visit
www2.yrdsb.ca/experience-yrdsb to learn more.

We also offer a variety of programs for Black students through the Board’s
Centre for Black Student Excellence. These summer and school-year programs
are designed to affirm students’ identities and support student achievement and
well-being. You can learn more about the programs and how to sign up for the
centre’s mailing list on the website.

One of our roles as a Board of Trustees is to regularly review Board policies to
ensure they are relevant, reflect our mission and values as an organization, and
meet the needs of our students. An important part of that process is collecting
feedback from the community. Learn more on the Board website about how you
can share your input and see what policies are currently being reviewed.

mailto:viola.desmond.ps@yrdsb.ca
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/secondary-school/experience-secondary-school/transition-secondary-school/grade-8
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/secondary-school/experience-secondary-school/transition-secondary-school/grade-8
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/secondary-school-programs-and-opportunities-sector
http://www2.yrdsb.ca/experience-yrdsb
http://www2.yrdsb.ca/experience-yrdsb
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/student-support/equity-and-inclusive-education/centre-black-student-excellence/centre-black-student
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/student-support/equity-and-inclusive-education/centre-black-student-excellence
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/about-us/policies-procedures/guideline-policy-and-procedure-review
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I want to take this opportunity to thank families for their patience while we work
to restore services following network outages as a result of a cyber incident, and
to acknowledge the work of our staff who continue to deliver high quality public
education and to restore services.

As we head into December, I also want to wish you a safe and enjoyable winter
break. There are many significant dates for different faiths and cultures during
this time of year, and to all those celebrating, I wish you a happy and joyous
celebration. I hope everyone has an opportunity to relax, recharge and enjoy
time with family and friends. We look forward to welcoming you back in January.

Estelle Cohen

Trustee, Vaughan Wards 4 and 5

mailto:viola.desmond.ps@yrdsb.ca
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/network-outage-update
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Baythorn Arts Information Link

mailto:viola.desmond.ps@yrdsb.ca
http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/baythorn.ps/arts/Pages/default.aspx
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Winter Lunch Programs

mailto:viola.desmond.ps@yrdsb.ca
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